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7 mperfoth as I ma y "PEO been able to of : 
the importance, and to affert the advantages which the . 


public owe to our order, your Lordſhip” 5 charge that 
. followed muſe have impreſſed every mind that heard „„ 
with a deep ſenſe both of the duties and the ends of 
our miniſtry, and your own anxious defire to ſee your 
Clergy fuch as hall anſwer theſe great ends , and 
© adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
tings” | 


Let the fries of our -C hurch, who | in Heir 
zeal for Reformation would level all diſtinftions „ 
witneſs to your Lordfhip's conſtant folicitude, in your - 
nn paſtoral duties, to promote the fame ends ;- your 
attention to the fitneſs of theſe who are admitted into 
„ 0 the mini 2 ; your care to furn fb them with inftlruc- 
: 4 ions for the at; di bange * their 4 — 1 them 


3 1 


WY the pains you take to know the fate of your di joceſe 
— bet them attend one of your 7 if tations —— and then 

tet them jay it that branch of the conſtitution of our | 
Church be not Yi 3 70 the cauſe of religion. 


Tr am 5 — my Zan: in yy ring /o much, 
that T ſpall offend your feelings. J am not afraid of 
expoſit ing my own to the ſuſpicion of Hlattery, or that in- 
diſcriminate praiſe which gratitude might be ſuppoſed 
7 prompt; ; for in ſaying this IT only repeat the lan- 
guage which | ts daily beard in every m_ of your 6: 
mos | . | | 


| That Divine Providence, 70 which we owe the ac-- 
 cefſion of ſuch a bleſſing, may long preſerve it to , an 
and that your Lordſhip may enjoy health and flrength | _—_ 
to accompliſh every wiſh to promote. the welfare of the 3} 1 
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EPHES. IV. 14, 15, 16. 
That we henceforth be no more children toffed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of dofrine, by the Nleight of men, and cunning craftineſs 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but, ſpeaking the truth in love, may 
grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Chrift ; from 
whom the whole body, fitly joined together and compaRted by that which eve- 
ry joint ſupplieth, according to the effeftual  evorking in the meaſure of every * 
part, led increaſe of the body, ant the edifying of itſelf in love. 


N the verſes immediately preceding, the Apoſtle gives us the 

>= conſtitution of the Chriſtian church, and the ends for which 
it is conſtituted. In theſe he purſues the ſame ſubje&, and points 
out the means by which thoſe ends are to be attained: And 1 
have choſen them on the preſent occaſion, to lead our own reflec- 
tions to the important deſign of our miniſtry, and the means pre- 
ſcribed 7 its accompliſhment ; - and at the ſame time to aſſert, 
with reſpe& to others, the advantages which they owe to that bo- 
dy, nn eee een that 
the Chriſtian walled is increaſed and edified. 
A; 


— — CO CC CEE — — 6 —— 


_—_ 
Though there had been no example or authority for it in rip | 
ture, the neceſſity of a well · conſtituted church, to © hold faſt the 
faith which was once delivered to the Saints,” to ſpread the know: 


ledge of rehgion, and to obviate the conſequences of ignorance on 


the one hand, and inſtability on the other, would be very plain to 
any one who ffiould allow himſelf to conſider what thoſe conſe- 
quences would Br? 


Leaving public 3 out of the ud which, that 


4 all things be done decently and in order e, „ there muſt be ſome 


miniſter, —what, without an eſtabliſhed miniſtry, would be the 
ſlate of the world, with reſpect to the knowledge of religion? 


Suppoſing for a moment, that all were competent to derive the 


knowledge which they need immediately from the ſcriptures, that 


which they have not ſomething to call upon them to do, it is too 


likely they would neglect. Indolence would protract the enquiry : 
Conceit would tell them that they did not need it. In the know- 


ledge of their duties, they would therefore remain deficient : In 


the knowledge | of themſelves, where would they find the admoni- 


tons which they need? That which they wiſh not to know, it is 


* 1 Cor. xiv. 40. 


(3) 


not to be ſuppoſed that they would read: And pride would revott_ 
at the moſt delicate mention of their failings by-thoſe who were 


not authoriſed to reprove them. 


If it be thought, that a natural ſenſe of religion, and the debe 
of knowledge, would lead them to feek inſtruction, and encourage 


branches of education, and as, with reſpect to our property and 
health, our wants lead us to have recourſe to thoſe who are com- 
petent to furniſh the aſſiſtance that we need, a material diſtinction 
is forgottes, between our temporal and our ſpiritual wants, — be- 
tween the diſeaſes of the body and the diſeaſes of the ſoul, —be- 
tween chat knowledge which has reſpect to our preſent ſtate, and 
the knowledge which maketh wiſe unto falyation. 


thoſe of competent abilities to become their teachers, as in other 


The immediate conſbijuinces of bodily diſeaſe will impel men 


to have recourſe to immediate medical affiſtance; and as all are 


ſubject to ſickneſs and diſorder, there wilt be always that aſſiſtance 
to be had. The value which they ſet upon their property, will 
induce them to have recourfe to a profeſſion that can defend and 
Tecure it; and the frequency of that recourſe will euſure them 
men of that profeſſion. The advantages of learning will, while 


the world i is ſufficiently enlightened to be _ of its value, in- 


N 
duce them, at any expence, to give their children education; and 5 
while there exiſts a ſpirit of liberality to encourage, there will not - 
be wanting men of talents to undertake the charge: But, with re- 8 
ſpect to religion, its conſequences are at a diſtance, unperceived 
by the eye of ſenſe, not thought of amidſt the | buſtle of buſineſs 
and the. tumult of paſſion, ſcarcely believed by the diſſolute and 
profane. | Knowledge, not at preſent intereſting, would be very 
little valued or defired. Conſequences ſo remote would not have ö 
ſufficient influence upon their minds to induce them to provide | 
for themſelves the means of checking their propenſity to fin: It is = 4 
well if they will make uſe of the means when they are provided 3 
for hem. 7 unit thts” mn 
Even ſuppoſing that the importance of the concerns religion 
| has reſpekt to would lead them to form. themſelves into ſocie- 
ties, for the purpoſe of worſhip and inſtruction, as thoſe who | | 
{ſeparate from the eſtabliſhment do in the preſent ſtate of things, 
into what a variety would they branch; and what a diverſity of 
opinion, and diſunion of affection, would. be the conſequence ! . 6.7 5 ol 
2 of Paul, and I of Apolls,” would then be the ſpirit of the . 
whole; a ſpirit too much to be lamented when it extends but to Wi 
a part; ſufficiently hurtful to the cauſe of truth and virtue as it | 


461 1 


unite and harmonize their ſentiments and affeCtions ; ? The weak 


and unſteady would be carried about by every wind of doctrine; 


expoſed to all the artifices of intereſted, and all the errors of mif- 
guided men; ſubje& to every impreſſion which ſucceſſive preten- 
ders to more enlightened minds, or purer ſources of information, 
might make upon them; fluctuating between the opinions of the 


philoſopher and the pretenſions of the enthuſiaſt, and afraid in re- 


jecting either to ** rejed? the counſel of God againſt themſelves Y. 
Every variety of error would find ſome to eſpouſe it, deluded by 
pretenſions to ſuperior gifts, or terrified by the ſtrong denuncia- 
tions they would hear ; or, where there ſhould be no great ſhare 
of religious principle in the motive, attached to their leader or his 


: intereſt by perſonal conſiderations, without any regard to charater 


or fitneſs for the office of a teacher. 


And amidſt theſe fruitful ſources of Qtrife at error, what would 
become of the genuine doctrines of the goſpel, and the ends of edi- 


Ionian. too generally forgotten by thoſe who, more zealous of 
| * Luke vii. o. 


B 


is. but what would it be, if there were no ſettled miniſtry to 


1 6 ) 
opinions tha of good works, run from place to place, as the ad- 
dreſs of the preacher may be able to entice them, or their own 
capricious humours, offended at the moſt trifling cauſes, or without 
any cauſe at all but their own uncertain diſpoſitions, lead them. 
He whoſe doctrines ſhould be moſt palatable, not he who ſhould 
© bold faſt the form of ſound wor * he whoſe opinions ſhould 
be moſt congenial with their own, or beſt ſuited to their practice; 
he who ſhould prophecy ſmooth things, not he who ſhould honeſt- 
ty reprove their errors and their. vices, would be the teacher that SE 
| would be followed and admired. oem Ti 


3 | = *pg obviate theſe e e it is provided ir the wiſdom of . 


God, that there be an eſtabliſhed church and clergy; a ſucceſſion 
of © paftors and e for the work of the miniſtry, for the edi- 
5 Hing of the body of Chrift +, 7. —a church ** built upon the foundation 
of the Prophets and Apoſtles Feſus Chrift himſelf being the chief 
corner-ſtone | ; ” ce that we henceforth be no more children | zofſed to 
and fro by every wind of doctrine, by the eight of men, and cun- 
5 ning craftineſs whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but, ſpeaking 
the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the 
bow, even Chriſt ; I. whom the whole body, thy framed tage- 


2 Tim. i. 12. + Ephel. iv. 12. f Ephel. ii. 30. 


1 
'& 


07 


ther and compaBted 5 that which every joint ſupplieth, a fo 
the effeftual working in the meaſure of every part, maketh = OT 


an . Oe 58 unto the edifying f Hſelf in love n. 


/ 
* 


4 5 * Tf it be aſked, whence then it is ha the aa of Chriſt ſo conſtituted” 
|] 5 | does not more effeQually unite the minds of Chriſtians, and prevent thoſe errors 
3 | and diviſions which, to the diſturbance of its peace, ſtill exiſt among them, — tlie 
cauſe muſt be ſought in the nature of man, and the liberty he enjoys. It is not 
the deſign, or ſpirit of our church to affect the rights of conſcience, to reſtrain 
freedom of enquiry, or compel any to adopt its opinions or modes. Diverſity of 
opinion on, ſome points muſt therefore be expected; and, in a ſmaller degree, the 
i conſequences that would have been general had there been no ſuch church eſta- 
NN 3 bliſhed. To thoſe who ſeparate from better motives will be added others whoſe 
pride, caprice, or, conceit, leads them. to erect the ſtandard of diſſenſion. Novelty 
alone to ſome will recommend opinions that militate with the eſtabliſhed faith. 
Antiquity with them is error; and it is enough to give them a diſlike to received 
opinions, that they are not. doctrines faſhion'd to the varying hour. The pu: 
_ _ -- erile conceit that all was darkneſs and error before their own time, all is light and 
trutk in the preſent day, induces them to diſcard the plaineſt truths, of revelation 
as, doQtines too myſterious. for theſe enlightened times; as the remnant of a church 
not yet ſufficiently reformed to adopt more rational opinions. And not the ra- 
tional Chriſtian alone, as he would be called, is thus. confident in his own opinions x 
They who boaſt of the immediate influence of divine communication talk with like 
conceit of theirs, with like contempt of all others but their own. All but themſelves 
are in error, *. having the underſtanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God 
1 through the ignorance that is in them.” Epheſ. iv. 18. Even where the difference 
| 25 iãẽs not in the doctrine but the mode, or where the ſmalleſt ſhade of diſtinction can be 
| found. in either, it is to the diſcontented and unſettled mind ſufficient ground for ſe- 
paration. #4 There muſt be hergſies among you, ſaid: the Apoſtle, that they which ara 
approved may be made manifeſt.” 1 Cor. xi. 19. It is not to be wondered that, 
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% Now we are the body of Chriſt, and members in particu- 
lar . To us it is that the great ends of the miniſtry are en- 
truſted; and how we may beſt promote them, the Apoſtle here in- 
ſtructs us, 


* 33 the truth 5 

f and 935 

eee it in Love. 11 
In. Wee 2 the truth, it falls not to our lot, in the preſent day, 


ito have any very ſerious inconveniences to encounter; but there 


are ſome diſcouragements i in | the way of our duty, which, though 

they do not affect our Perſonal ſecurity, may be very unpleaſ ant 
to our feelings, and to minds not fortified with firmneſs to bear 

reproach, may have all the effect of more ſerious terrors. 


To ſtand forth as advocates for doQrines derided by the ſcoffer, 5 
and to bear the reproach of intereſted attachment to our church, | 
requires ſome reſolution. If we are active in the defence of our 


| principles, we are accounted intereſted and illiberal : If they give 
Aus the credit of ſincerity, we are then bigotted and unenlightened. 


| am who are difpoſed to receive the word in an honeſt and good heart, fo 


many ee e eee eee 
Rear, the confidence with which they are advanced. _ 
| 1 Cor. xi. 27. 


— 


; Though it is at leaſt poſſible that the light of which they boaſt 
might diſcover error. on their fide, and their liberality might be 
| expected to do away their prejudices, and bring them nearer to 


us where the truth is on ours, yet do they not ſeem to allow the 


| poſſibility of error in themſelves, or truth in us. They do not, as 
men of that enlarged benevolence they profels, conſider, that we 


may perhaps think right, though our opinions do not accord with 


theirs; or, if we err, that we may have taken pains to diſcover 


truth, and that it is from as ſincere a conviction as their own that 
we. dee the n we do. 


They may, in cheir pulpits and publications, controvert what 


* they pleaſe of ours, load us with whatever names of re- 


proach, and charge us with what inſincerity they chooſe: It is in 


them no illiberality ; it is the privilege of freedom; it is the right 


of free enquiry. Tt we write, or preach, or ſpeak in defence of 


our church, it matters not with what temper, with what force of 
argument, with what Iincerity of conviction, we are bigotted, in- 
tereſted, and liberal. 108 The pulpit, whence only ſhould iſſue the 
| healing ſounds of PETS is proſtituted to party purpoſes. 2 The 


geſt reflections that language can * are affixed t to our 


8 


I egy”, 
3» 24 * 2 n 
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Ad to ſhame us from our attachment to it, Every praiſe is 
accumulated upon thoſe who forſake us, and go over to the ſide of 


our adverſaries, The fow who leave us ars coulidered as the only 


a 6rd mf eee 


It is not to be ſuppoſed but that fach langusge muſt make fore 
impreſſion both upon others and ourſelves. Though we hope a 
large majority of the people are yet untetated with the prejudice 
fo induſtrioufly ſpread to poiſon their minds againſt their appointed 


teachers; yet is it mortifying to ſee ſuch . cunning craftineſs ” 


ſucceſsfully practiſed upon weak and unſettled minds. It is painful 
to. bear reproach ſo unjuſily founded: to have our good evil 
ſpoken of; to be | miſrepreſented as enemies F the croſs of 
brit“, or unfriendly to the light of truth; to hear that called 
fooliſhneſs which we believe to be the power of Cad, and the 


E 


* Tt js curious to obſerve the extremes into which the adverſaries of our church 


run, the confidence with which they [peak of their reſpective opinions, and the blame 
we incur from each in the oppoſite extreme. Each call themſelves the enlightened, 


and reproach us with our want of light to receive the truth ; and we can pleaſe nei- 


ther. Ia the opinion of one, if we preach at all the pure morality of the goſpel, we 
preach not Chriſt: In the opinion of the other, it is a ſubjeRt of offence if we 
- preach Chriſt at all. Chriſt crucified is to theſe as to the Greeks of old fooli/neſe 3 
ccc 


not ae * 5 Fi | 5 


> OA = 
wiſdom of God, „ to be accuſed of blindneſs on the one hand, or 
inſincerity on the other. It requires firmnels to do our duty un- 
der ſuch circumſtances ; to ſpeak the truth as we ought to ſpeak 
when all argument on one fide is called illiberal, and every thing | 
| on be ſaid on the other without the fear of criticiſm or blame 4 


A i 
l 
| 
. 
4 


It is not to be feared that we ſhall, to accommodate our doc- _” 4 I 
trines to prevailing opinions, * corrupt the word of God .. The 
danger is, that we ſhall be ſilent where we ought to ſpeak, and, 
to avoid the unpleaſant conſequences of contention, give up truths. ? 
E "i without contending for them. | . 3 
If we are afraid to be thought illiberal by ſpeaking our ſenti-- 
ments, or court the praiſe of moderation by concealing them, —if 
we fear to partake of che obloquy they affix to our doctrines and 
church, or affect to be numbered among the friends of freedom, 
there is danger that we ſhall betray our maſter's cauſe, and ſuffer | 
- error to increaſe and ſpread through our timidity and negle&; for 
it we fay nothing in the defence of thoſe truths which they are 
conſtantly oppoſing, fearing to be thought illiberal, if we touch 
upon ſubjects that are controverſial, every thing that can be ſaid 
will be advanced and heard on one fide of the queſtion, nothing on 


N * 
. 
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( 
the other ; and it will be ſuppoſed that we give up that as Indy 
fible which we only want reſolution to defend. 

It would be well if we could avoid all übte controverſies 
which © do gender frrifes , ,“ which © minifter queſtions rather than 
godly edifying +.” It were well if we © all ſpoke the ſame thing, 
and that there were no divi Von among as; but that we were al | 
feetly joined in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgment i, that 
it were the deſire of all, of whatever communion, to <6; ;follow peace 


with att men, and holineſs without -zvhich no man fhall fee the 


Lord. But, while there are thoſe wiho oppoſe the doctrines 


which we believe. and teach, we muſt: be allowed to defend them; 
and, however illiberal it may be thought by thoſe who are too par- | 


tial to their own. 7. FER to admit any thing to be ſaid in the de- | 


fence- of ours, we muſt not. ſee our flock . © carried away with eve- 
ry wind of doctrine, 70 without giving them e reaſon of the hope 
that is in them 8. ” We muſt do our duty, and Shew ourſelves | 


approved unto Gad, zor knen that need not be n rightly di- 
viding the word of truth ©,” not handling the word of God de- 
ceitfully, but 67 . . 7 thi, truth eee, e. 10 


22 Tim. il. 43. 7 544 Tim. 1. 4. 1 1 Cor. i. 10. 
4 Heb. xii. 14. 81 Pet. iii. 15. 5 J 2 Tim. i ü. 15. 
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( 13 ) 
every man's 9 in the fight of God „ Speaking the 


truth, but : 
| | Speaking it in Love. 


66 The —_ of the Lord muſt not rive, but be gentle unto all 


men, apt to teach, patient, in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe 


themſelves, if God peradventure will give them repentance to the ac- 
EN of the truth f. 


5 It is not we know power that will convince, or- aſperity that x 


will perſuade the gainſayer. It is not on the preſent ſtrength of 
our church, and the general diſpoſition in its favour, that we * 
pend for its ſtability and ſupport; but on the purity of its doc- 
trines, and the moderation of its ſpirit. While we preach. the 
truth as it is in Fe oſus, and in the ſpirit of love, we may expect 
the promiſe of our Lord, that he will be always with us, even 


unte the end of the world . 5 

Great at any time are the RY TITER of temper and moder- 
tion; and if ever more peculiarly neceſſary, it is now, when thoſe 
who with not well to our eſtabliſhment are ſo ready to charge us 
(never more unjuſtly) with the ſpirit of perſecution. _ 

* 2 Cor. iv. 2. 4 > Tim. ii. 24, 25. t Matt. xxviii. 20, 


D 


"a 
. 
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In a canſe io interefting, we can ſcarcely be too zealous ; but 
our zeal ſhould be tempered with, love, and according to know- 
ledge, © with all. lowlineſs and meeknefs, with long ſi ring forbear- 


ing aue another in love, a 170 3170 the unity Wl the ſpirit 


OC x S093 ES TN 
Wich the moderate of all denominations it will not be difficult 


to cultivate a ſpirit of harmony and love. The liberal will allow 


| us to think as well as themſelves, without efteeming us the leſs. 
| becauſe we think not on all points as they think, or do not wor- 


ſhip where they do: And we, if we have the fpirit of Chriſt, ſhall 


bear no Il} will to their perſons becauſe of their opinions ; but, in 


the catholic temper of our religion, confider them as of one family, 
though not of one mind. 


II there de thoſe who pe us with intemperate heat, and a 
foirit t of leſs liberality than we might expect from men profeſſing 
ſa niuch, let us be always ſuperior to ſuch treatment, and at no 


time furniſh them with the ſhadow of occaſion to accuſe us of like 5 


illiberality in return. 
Think not, my reverend brethren, chat I preſume to due, or 


* Tibet 5 iv. 2, 3. 


7 * 

that 1 ſuppoſe you to be wanting in che liberality that I deſcribe. 
Far from treſpaſſing upon a province which the conſtitution of our 
An bath placed in other hands, I look with ſubmiſſion to the 


ſalutary counſels which it is one of its advantages that we have 


this opportunity to receive; much more diſpoſed, as it becomes me, 


to profit by the paſtoral admonitions of its watchful guardian, than 


obtrude any advice of mine. 


In ſpeaking of the duties of the miniſtry, I would be underſtood. 
to deſcribe the temper that does at this time eminently prevail : 


1 us, rather than to ſuppoſe advice is wanting; for, how-- 


ever it may ſerve the purpoſe of our adverfaries to reproach us 


with intolerance, it muſt be a pride to every friend of our eftabliſh- = 
ment that it bears with ſuch ſuperior temper the provocations it re- 


ceives. Irritated beyond meaſure by unprovoked abuſe ;—loaded ' 
with reproaches that would have been ſcarcely merited in darker 
and ſuperſtitious times, but at this. time peculiarly unjuſt, when 
every conceſſion that can be made to tender conſciences, or but the. 


pretence to conſcience, has been liberally and cheerfully made; 
when every ſect and every individual enjoy the moſt perfect freedom 


of enquiry, of opinion, and profeſſion ;- when the preſs allows wem 
a latitude of liberty that reaches near unto licentiouſneſs, and in the - 
pulpit they are permitted to teach without reſtraint whatever their 
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opinions be ;—threatened with the overthrow of our church, and in- 
ſultingly warned to expect it ;—ſuch treatment might have provoked. 
the feelings of reſentment ; but, to the credit of our church, it hath, 

produced no uncharitable defire to reſtrain the liberties they abuſe, 
ſcarcely caution ſufficient to eſcape the danger with which we were 
threatened, or ſo bad an opinion of their principles as to believe 
that they meant the hoſtility they avowed; and I truſt that, what- 
ever may be their increaſing enmity to us, we ſhall continue to ob- 
ſerve the ſame line of moderation - in the ſame truly chriſtian ſpirit. 
overcoming evil with good, and returning good- will for the enmity 
which they bear to us. 1 = : 


* 


Were we to be accounted of by the mvectives which are heard 
againſt us, We muſt be eſteemed the moſt benighted, bigotted, tyran- 
nical church exiſting ; - ignorant and unprofitable ourſelves, and ene- 
mies to "thoſe who, more enlightened and better diſpoſed, want but 
to be releaſed from the fears of eccleſiaſtical oppreſſion effectually to 
5 reform the world, But © our rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of our 
conſeience, that in femplicity and godly ſincerity We have had our 
converſation in the world “. Me can appeal with confidence to o the . 
world for & the Ah * our mini un . we 


* 2 Cor. i i. 12. J WM 10s-$+ 


Ur 
Though they tell us chat our liturgy and doctrines keep the ſcru- 
pulous away, and drive them into diſſenſion, or, what is worſe, give 
them a diſtaſte to all religion ; and it is true the reflections which 
they hear on theſe ſubjects are well calculated to produce theſe ef- 
fects; we do not find, with all the impreſſion that miſrepreſentation 
may be able to make upon unſettled minds, that our churches are 
deſerted, or our hearers diſſatisfied: on the contrary, (I ſpeak from 


obſervation, and that not among thoſe who are indifferent or unable 


to form an opinion on ſuch ſubje eds, but of congregations as COn- 
ſcientious and as competent. as any who diſſent from our church, 
who are in poſſeſſion of whatever advantages the enlightened ſtate of 

” their country can afford, and who, if they were uneaſy in their at- 
tendance upon, our worſhip, or had any ſerious objection to our doc- 
trines, have opportunities at hand to ſuit their principles, whatever 
they might be) they attend the ſervice of our church; they unite 


with great devotion in our prayers; they hear with ſatisfaction what 
we preach ; and their practice, I venture to ſay for them, is as con- 
ſiſtent with their profeſſion as that of any ſect or ſociety that may 
: boaſt of greater alt or e purity of heart · . Room enough 
i * The preachers connexion with the populous and reſpeRtable pariſh of e 
near 14 years, enables him to ſay this with confidence of his own pariſnioners; and 
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there is for further advances in virtue than any of us make; but, if 
we look into their lives, we ſhall ſee as much religion as. in thoſe 
who pretend to more; and what they are in their hearts is - beſt ma- 
nifeſted by a good life. 


The hierarchy, inſtead of being uſed | 25 à term bf ſcorafal re- 


Z proach, ſhould be the ſubject of every good man's eſteem and praiſe; : 


as that body, by the effeQual working of every part of which it is 
that the world is * ed; ified i in love.” Were they who talk ſo loudly of 
the need of reformation, and boaſt of ſo much ability to effect it, as 
anxious to promote moral as ſpeculative reform, or, whatever cre- 
dit we may give them for wiſhing to promote the one while they 
are ſo zealous to effect the other, were they prudent i in the choice of 
means to do it, they would not ſeek to overturn the conſtitution 

of a church by which the community is ſo much benefited ; they | 


| would fear to diſturb or ſhake its foundations, leſt, when they have 


effected the overthrow of the preſent, another ſhould be erected on 
its ruins not ſo friendly to liberty and truth, nor ſo generally conci- 
ating, nk leſs happy in its influence f in a moral * re NE; they 


other churches in that neighbourhood, = will 66-6 „ 
dom with which he is acquainted, te cee e and 
like proof of ſatiafaction on the part of our hearers. | 

* The fruits of thoſe dene pines wich ae fo muck etal andy 
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would. even fear to prejudice the public mind againſt vs, left it 


i in the preiace 2 where they have made TulSent gs .to aſcertain 
their effect, are no great encouragement to the friends of liberty and virtue to adopt 
them. The effect ſo woefully experienced at the preſent moment in a neighbouring 
nation, without repeating the experiment which has once been tried with like effe& 
in our own, is ſufficient warning to thoſe who are given to change. And if we 
would know the conſequences, in a moral reſpect, of the boaſted light that is to re- 
form the world, we may ſee ſome ſpecimens in the following extract from Dr Zim- | 
merman's Converſations with the King of Pruſſia :“ The king wiſhed his ſubjects 
to think freely —he preached up liberty, and every thing in morals as well as religion 

nerated into mental anarchy both at court and in the city. Notwithſtanding 


this ſituation of affairs, Frederic never ſhewed any inclination for reſtoring order, and 
"7 the reſult was that irreligion and deiſm became faſhionable. The king indeed wiſh- 


ed for a liberty confined within wiſe and juſt boundaries; but ſome. of thoſe men who 
call themſelves enlightened oppoſed every reſtraint on opinions, and enlightened wo- 


men ſet no bounds to their inclinations and paſſions. Several of them, very honeſt 


women in other reſpects, were unfaithful to their huſbands, becauſe they were deiſts, 
that is to ſay, very enlightened women. Female infidelity. and divorces became as 
common at. Berlin as. they were at the moſt corrupted period of the Roman empire. 
—The clergymen of Berlin, the ableſt preachers i in Europe, were hooted from ſoci- 


ety, becauſe they ſtill lived in obſcurity, that is to ſay, becauſe they ſtill believed in 
the religion of Jeſus. Deiſm was preached up in the country pulpits by young mi- 
niſters, who repeated there what they had heard when preceptors in great families at 


Berlin: They laughed at the conſiſtory, and preached in tied hair like deiſtical cor- 
porals. In this manner the cities were enlightened, and the country ſoon was in the 
fame ſituation. But this pretended light made no-where ſo much progreſs as at Potſ- 
dam. The principles of deiſm and this progreſs of reaſon were there carried to ſuch a 
length, as ſome officers of the king's houſehold informed me, that during the laſt ten 
years above 300 people had committed ſuicide at Potſdam only.” p. 144.— Perhaps 
the ſame cauſe will account nh the EY _— of this hartid crime in our 
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mould operate to leſſen our uſefulneſs, and having turned hou! away 


from theſe ſources of edification, they ſhould become indifferent if 
not averſe to all others, and there ſhould be no means left to inſtru& 


them in their religious duties, or curb the licentiouſneſs of fin: 


they would rejoice with us that the world, if it be not improved to 


the full extent of our wiſhes, is however benefited by our labours; 


that, though ungodlineſs doth yet abound, a large proportion of the 


People are continually " growing up, under our inſtruction and 2. 


into him in all things, which is the head, even Chriſt.” Our j joy 


ſhould be theirs, that zhe whole body, fitly joined together and com- 


| patted by that which every joint ſupplieth, according to the oe 2 


working of every part, is edified and improved. 


| Whatever may be' their opinion of us, the world at large are not 


inſenſible of our labours. They know them which labour . 
them, and are over them in the Lord, and admoniſh them *, and 


they ** bold fuch in reputation +-” They. efteem them oy highly 
in love for their worl's ſake 1.” „ 


To the parochial clergy do 5 look for the peace of ud, and : 


dhe effe&t of their labours in the principles and morals of the people. 
They know to whom they: owe it, that the ſeveral ranks of men are 


1 Thel. v. 12. | + Phil . 29. 8 x ThelL, 13. 


71 


„ 
taught thoſe duties of ſubordination without which no ſociety can 
exiſt, and that thoſe dangerous principles which operate to the over- 
throw of governments and the ſubverſion of order and law do not 
ſpread among us; that we cc put them in mind to be ſubfect to prin- 


cipalities and powers,” and © to be ready to every good work *,”? 


They know and feel the advantages of an order of men placed a- 


mong them for the exerciſe of their miniſterial duties, how great 


the influence of their labours on the morals and happineſs of ſo- 


ciety. 

« 7. Naa be to God, who always cauſeth us to 2 triunph in Chri i, 
and maketh mani ife ſt the ſavour of his knowledge by us in every 
place f. But the public voice will allow that at no time has our 
church had greater reaſon to triumph than at preſent. | 

If it be ever more peculiarly unbecoming to caſt a reproach upon 
it, it is now; now, when the higheſt orders ſtand ſo confeſſedly dif. 
| tinguiſhed by their learning and their virtues, by their exemplary 


7 conduct as men and as paſtors of the church they are appointed to 


rule; when the clergy of MAE rank are ſo able and e in the 


* Ti ili. bs: 1 ö | | | | + 2 Cor, ii. 14. 


ve 


4 on 'F 
local diſcharge of their duties: not 1 with the FOR 
which has diſtinguiſhed ſome periods that have made nr to 


: more religion, but, with a knowledge that keeps pace with their 


zeal, ſoberly and earneſtly directing their learning and influence to 
the religious and moral benefit of mankind : eminently diſtinguiſhed 


by their writings, and not leſs uſefully occupied in the quiet exer- 
viſe of their parochial duties thoſe who forego that fame to which 
their learning and their talents would give them no inferior claim, 
for the humble praiſe of uſeful pariſh prieſts ; contented to be known 
as ſuch within their little ſphere, to have the teſtimony of their own 
hearts and hearers, while the benefit of their labours is extended far : 
l beyond their local influence, and largely felt in the aggregate of the 
morals of the nation. 


Unj juſt is the inſinuation that they: are not as much the friends | 
of liberty and truth as thoſe who arrogate that praiſe excluſively to 
| themſelves. To the ſilent and quiet reform that may be effected by 


argument and conviction in the principles and morals of che people 
(and ſuch our miniſtrations are calculated to produce); to every ſa- 
lutary plan and purpoſe that is likely, without violence or noiſe, to 


conduce to the improvement and happineſs of mankind i in this life or 


the next, the clergy, I venture to aſſert, are cordial friends : But if 


A. 


(„ 
7 they think the conſtitution 3 in church or ſtate not ſo imperfe& as the | 
rage of reformation would perſuade them to believe; if they think 


their liberties can never be more ſecure, nor the cauſe of truth and 
virtue more ſucceſsfully ſerved, let it not be imputed to them that 


they are enemies to reformation; let them be allowed to have ſome 


i judgment and ſome principle, to have the privilege. i in common with 
their fellow-citizens of diſcerning and . approving the things that are | 
more excellent , „ and the credit of ſincerity in their attachment, 

free from the mean ſuſpicion of ſacrificing their integrity as men to 


their intereſts as memberd 2 church. 


Pardon me if © I am become a _frol in glorging . Il muſt ſay i im 
my excuſe with the Apoſtle, They Have compelled me. Too- (> 
much reaſon have we to humble ourſelves under a ſenſe of our defi- 
ciencies, and to ſay when we think of our arduous duty, 40 8 5 
ſufficient for theſe things}? ”” But when charges ſo unjuſt are heard 
againſt us; when we are accuſed of inſincerity, bigotted and inte- 


3 


reſted attachment to our church, it may be allowed us to aſſert our 


claims as men of integrity, as uſeful citizens, as friends to the liber- 


ties and happineſs of mankind, as an order of men. who, in the inhe- { | 
« 
＋ 


ritance of that proviſion which the wiſdom and piety of our anceſtors 


® Rom, ii. 18. __. 2 Con Ki. 11 1 2 Cor. ii. 16. 3 
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made for the ſupport of religion, forget not the duties which they 
thought, and their deſcendants in the preſent day we hope fill think, 


no inadequate return for the emoluments we enjoy. 


- A 7 


; This 3 the proof which I truſt we ſhall always be able to give of 


our miniſtry to the world, and the ſatisfaction that we ſhall derive 


« 


ourſelves, that © our labour is not in vain in the Lord“; that from 


* 


the effectual working f every part, the body of Chriſtians is edi- 
fied, and 6 increaſeth with the increaſe of God.” 5 


. __ I Cobol. i. 19. 
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